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The month of January always seems lacking in warmth
and excitement. Christmas decorations start to come down,
everyone is back at work, and children return to school.

We even return to Ordinary Time according to the Church
calendar. However, the month of January at St. Mary’s is
anything but ordinary. As this new year gets going, we already
have a lot to be thankful to the Lord!

The Residents enjoyed free entertainment during their
breakfast while watching Sisters and staff engage in a lively
snowball fight outside the window one morning. Margaret,
originally from California, wanted to enjoy the snow herself
next to her favorite statue of the Blessed Mother!

The other big event for the entire Church on January 4,
the feast of the Epiphany of the Lord, was the end of the
Jubilee Year of Hope. Pope Leo closed the Holy Door in St.
Peter’s Basilica and shared a few thoughts from this important
event. His words are a good reminder to us as we start this
new year: “The Jubilee reminds us that we can start anew,
indeed, that we are still at the beginning and that the Lord
wants his presence to grow among us as God-with-us. Yes,
God challenges the existing order, for he has plans that inspire
his prophets even today. God is determined to rescue us from
both old and new forms of slavery. He involves young and
old, poor and rich, men and women, saints and sinners in his
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works of mercy, and in the wonders of his justice. Although
the Lord does so quietly, he already makes his Kingdom
sprout forth everywhere in the world.”

Lastly, 2026 is a big year for us Little Sisters as we celebrate
the 150* anniversary of our arrival in Chicago this coming
July! We are looking forward to celebrating this milestone
with all of you. Stay tuned for more details to come!

Sister Cecilia winning a snowball fight in our courtyard.
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Little Sisters of the Poor

Serving With Love
in the Christmas Season

Each year around the Christmas
season, we see the generosity of our
benefactors who understand and put
into practice so beautifully the counsel
of St. Jeanne Jugan: “Making the
elderly happy, that is what counts.”
Chef Andy Webber and Tony Stallone
do just that.

For several years, Andy, Tony and
their families have generously given
their time, talent and treasure to help
the Little Sisters host a Christmas Gala
dinner for the Residents. The five-
course menu is planned by Andy and
Tony, thus enabling the Little Sisters
to go out and ask our benefactors at
the International Produce Market and
local food service companies to help
by donating needed ingredients.

On the day of the Gala, volunteers
transform the Residents’ dining room
with festive lights and decorations,
while Andy and Tony take over
the kitchen, preparing a dinner fit
for royalty. In the evening all the
Residents dress in their finest and
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anxiously await to be escorted into

the dining room stopping at the
Christmas tree for a photo with Santa
and Mrs. Claus. Then they led to their
reserved tables where Marc and Mark,
our facility manager and volunteer
beautician, are ready to serve them a

Christmas martini or another drink of |

their choice.

Throughout the evening live music
and friendly chatter can be heard.
Andy and Tony artistically plate each
course while Sisters and volunteers
happily serve the Residents. The
enjoyment shown on the Residents’
faces is priceless

Finally, at the end of the night,
Mother Margaret invited Andy and
Tony out of the kitchen where the
Residents and Sisters all gave them a
big round of applause. With grateful
hearts, we thank them for providing
a dinner that brings so much joy to
the Residents and boosts their spirits
during the holidays. St. Jeanne Jugan
is surely smiling down on them.
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Party Hats, Noisemakers, Oh My!

To ring in the new year, Residents donned party hats, To close out the year, these fun-loving sisters helped
rattled noisemakers, and blew horns for our annual our Residents boogie the night (well, early evening)
New Year’s Eve party. The talented and entertaining away to songs from such artists as Whitney Houston,
Briggs Sisters — Bufly, Charmin, Jenny and Jackie — Sister Sledge, Taylor Swift, and the Jackson 5. The
returned this year to perform skits, sing pop hits from O’Jays classic, “Love Train,” got the whole room
throughout the years, and dazzle our seniors and Little  grooving with a conga line!

Sisters with their dynamic dance routines. Each year for Everyone was in the mood to usher in a bright,
the past 15 years, they always pull out all the stops for ~ happy, and healthy new year filled with exciting
this special evening for our Residents. opportunities and many blessings!

Celebrating
Our Faith

Our Home celebrated the week
of Prayer for Christian Unity,
observed from January 18 to the
25% with the theme “There is one

(e :
body and one spirit, just as you and prayerful ecumenical service. staff performed a beautiful
were cs;l,lled to the one hope of your Many of our Residents and staff liturgical dance, and the evening
calling participated, as well as neighboring ~ ended with a lively exchange
(Ephesians 4:4). pastors and friends, representing over a wonderful dinner. What
The culmination of this week denominations of Christianity a beautiful way to celebrate the
at our Home was a very uplifting Three of our Nigerian Nursing love of Christ in all of us!

Our Annual Sweet Sweepstakes is here!

Suggested donation: $25 for 1 ticket, S100 for 5 tickets

M No purchase is necessary to enter or win, and a donation M

does not increase your chance of winning.

SW%WM But we do depend on your generous support! Wm

Your entry will remain in all ten drawings unless you win, in
which case it will be removed until the 10th drawing. Winners
need not be present for drawings.

Mail in your tickets, or visit our website at
www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org
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Serving the elderly poor in Chicago since 1876.

A NOTE FROM MOTHER

Dear Friends,

As you can see in
our newsletter, there is
plenty of warmth here
at St. Mary’s even amid
some very blustery
days. The ice pancakes
in the Lake will melt
soon enough, wildlife
and foliage will once
again come out in all
their beauty. And our
resilient Residents will
soon be back outside sitting in the sun.

Our holidays were marked with goodness.
Parishioners from local Churches sent carefully
purchased gifts to Residents to surprise them. Their
thoughtfulness and generosity touched us all. And
your support allows us to continue to keep our
elderly Residents comfortable and well cared for.

At the beginning of each new year, our Mother
General offers an ‘orientation’ for all Little Sisters
throughout the world. This year she asked us
to spend “A year of joyful confidence in Divine
Providence.” She invited us to a heightened
awareness of and unconditional confidence in
the goodness and love of God who sustains us.

You certainly help us with this; your faith and
generosity, your friendship and sharing in our
mission reveal the goodness and love of God and of
God’s people. God truly sustains our work through
the hands of our benefactors. The Sisters are
strengthened and encouraged by your support, and
we are so very grateful.

We will be celebrating the 150* anniversary of
our arrival in Chicago later this year! Stay tuned
as plans unfold; we'll be inviting you to celebrate
with us. From our arrival up until this very day, the
Little Sisters have been touched with such goodness
shown by so many people like you.

God bless you.

Gratefully,
Mother Margaret Charles, lsp
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Save the Dates!

Sweet Sweepstakes: March 6 - May 8

Ten weekly drawings to win $500 or
the Grand Prize of $5,000!

Travinia: Saturday, March 14

Bring your picnic to St. Mary’s Home and
test your trivia knowledge.

TRAVINIA

Habits on the Green: Monday, June 8

@
Our much-anticipated annual golf classic H BBl*S
returns to Midlothian Country Club. ON THE GREEN

Chez Ste. Marie—A Taste of France: L
Thursday, September 17 m

Our ever-popular wine tasting soirée beckons £\
you to St. Mary’s Home. a\
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Winter Wish List

T
i b

Help us provide for our Residents by donating

much needed items from our wish list such as: i

* Dawn dish soap ¢ Lipton black tea

» Apple Juice * Bisquick

¢ Body wash e Chicken
e White paper base/broth
table napkins ¢ Kleenex

Scan the QR code to shop our

O]

Target registry,
or drop off supplies at
St. Mary’s Home.




